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UNIVERSITY SUPPORT

As Registered Student Organizations, Fraternities and Sororities have the responsibility to uphold UW System and 

UW-Madison policies and guidelines, as they apply to the student membership.

The Commission on Fraternities and Sororities was created in 1989 by a directive of the Chancellor’s Office.  Over the years, the University Administration has continued to take an active interest in the Greek Community, by providing University resources to support different community programs and events.

Through the Center for Leadership and Involvement, the position of the Greek Life and Involvement Specialist continues to play an active role in supporting the governance structures of the Greek Community, as well as coordinating the different partnerships that exist to support the ongoing efforts of the community. 

The Greek Community also maintains relationships with a wide array of University Departments and Programs, in support of ongoing educational opportunities.  Recent collaborations include working with University Health Services, the Morgridge Center for Public Service, and University Housing.

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE

The Greek Community consists of 58 different Fraternity and Sorority Chapters.  Each chapter is different in its structure, membership, and purpose.  A diversity of ideas and perspectives is the true strength of the Greek Community, but presents some unique challenges for uniform community governance. 

All Fraternities and Sororities are required to hold membership in one of the four governing councils. The Interfraternity Council represents 26 national fraternities. The Multicultural Greek Council represents 9 culturally-based fraternities and sororities.The National Pan-Hellenic Council represents 7 historically African-American fraternities and sororities. The Panhellenic Association represents 13 national sororities.

Council leadership provides a structure for chapters to cooperate in addressing the needs of the larger Greek Community, through creating and implementing policy, and utilizing community resources.  The Commission on Fraternities and Sororities, and the All Greek Council, work to provide guidance and support to both levels of leadership.

NATIONAL SUPPORT

All Fraternities and Sorority Chapters established at the University of Wisconsin-Madison are required to be affiliated with a National Organization.  Each fraternity and sorority maintains a relationship with a national organization that provides for an internal organizational structure, additional sets of policies and guidelines, and financial support, including insurance coverage. 

Chapter leaders receive additional support from visiting representatives or consultants from the National Organization, as well as regional or state officers on the National Board. 

Council structures also maintain a relationship with their corresponding national organizations, the North-American Interfraternity Conference, National Pan-Hellenic Council, and National Panhellenic Conference, which also provide guidance in policy making to support the campus Greek Community.

Alumni also serve in a number of vital support positions, from Chapter Advisors to Housing Corporation Members.  Alumni provide a sense of continuity for the chapter, pass on traditions to new groups of student leaders, and provide sound guidance and advice in the management of the organization.
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